
PRELUDE  I Call to You, Lord Jesus Christ  JSB, BWV 639 

 
WELCOME  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 One:  “Even now, declares the Lord, return to me with all your heart.” (Joel 2:12) 
  All: Roll up your sleeves. 
 Let down your guard.  
  Come in from the storm.  
 Make yourself at home.  
  Pull up to the table.  
 Release the tension in your jaw. Take a deep breath. Return to God with all your heart.  
  May it be so.  
 

*OPENING HYMN #166                Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  
   
PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20b – 6:2  N.T. p. 181  
   
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
LITANY OF CONFESSION    

Holy God, I confess: I don’t return to you fully. I share with you the pieces of my life that are 
convenient. I put on different hats in different rooms. I forget that I am called, invited, and 
loved with all that I am— including my mess, my beauty, my faith, and my doubt. Forgive me, 
and give me a heart that longs to return. 

 

Friend, God sees you. God hears you. God loves you. You are forgiven and claimed with all that 
you are. Rest in that good news. Help us to turn.  
 

Holy God, we confess: we don’t return to you fully. We share with you the pieces of our lives 
that are convenient. We put on different hats in different rooms. We forget that we are called, 
invited, and loved with all that we are— including our mess, our beauty, our faith, and our 
doubt. Forgive us, and give us hearts that long to return. 

 

Kyrie #551: Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 
Time of Silent Meditation: Where are you stubborn with God?  

 
 
   
 
 

O God, your steadfast love endures forever.  
   We choose whom You can love.  

  We limit Your love.  
  We act as if we are undeserving of Your love. We don’t share Your love.  
  We forget that we are created in Your image.  
  We forget that You are love.  
  We choose judgment rather than love.  
  We limit the reach of Your love.  
  We ignore Your call to love.  
 

Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Time of Silent Meditation: Where do you withhold love?  

 
  Have mercy on us, O God.  
   I am comfortable the way things are.  

   I prefer the illusion of control.  
   I turn my eyes away from people in need.  
   I turn my heart away from people with whom I disagree.  
   I turn my mind away from realities of the world.  
 

Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 
Time of Silent Meditation: How do you withhold love?  

 
  Help us. Guide us. Open us.  
  You love us unconditionally… forgive our conditions.  

  We turn from Your world in need.  
   We turn our eyes from a dying creation.  
   We turn inward to save our institutions instead of heeding Your call to go out.  
   Turn us God.  
   Turn us from our selfish ways.  

  Turn us to Your way.  
  Turn our eyes to You.  
  Turn our hearts.  
 

Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 
Time of Silent Meditation: Who is God calling you to be?  

 
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and 
its power in the world?  

   I do.  
  Who is your Lord and Savior?  
   Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.  

 



PRAYER 
 
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES  

Those who wish to do so, may come forward using the center aisle to have the sign of the 
cross placed on their foreheads or hands, and then return by the side aisles.   

 The ashes are from palm branches used at Palm Sunday services in the past, mixed with 
oil. Pastor Kathryn will be wearing a mask, you do not have to. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  We believe in an expansive love…  

 That healed the sick, welcomed the children, and saw this world as it could be. We believe 
that that expansive love runs over the edges of our lives, smoothing our rough places, and 
pulling us home. We call that expansive love Yahweh and Mother God, Jesus and Divine 
Creator. Thanks be to God for a Love like that. Amen. 

 
*HYMN #215  What Wondrous Love Is This  WONDROUS LOVE  
 
*PSALM 51:1-17    O.T. p. 520  
  
  POSTLUDE  Litany on Lord, Jesus, Thou Art Going Forth   C. V. Hulse, Op. 80, No. 16  

 
THE MEANING OF ASH WEDNESDAY  

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. The ashes come from the palms of the previous Palm Sunday 
and are mixed with anointing oil. Ashes have been used from ancient times as a symbol of penitence and a 
reminder of our mortality. “We are dust and to dust we shall return.”  
 

For those wishing to make an offering, offering plates are at the doors as you leave.  Thank you for your 
generosity. Lenten devotionals are available at the back of the Sanctuary and in the Gathering Area for 
individual and family use through Lent.   

 

March & April Worship Schedule 
3/2   Ash Wednesday services 3pm & 7:30pm 

3/6   1st Sunday of Lent 8:15am & 11am (BYOCommunion for both services) 
3/13 2nd Sunday of Lent 8:15am & 11am 

3/15 Evening Prayer 7:30pm 
3/20 3rd Sunday of Lent 8:15am & 11am 

3/22  Evening Prayer 7:30pm 
3/27—4th Sunday of Lent 8:15am & 11am 

3/29  Evening Prayer 7:30pm 
4/3   5th Sunday of Lent 8:15am & 11am (BYOCommunion for both services) 

4/5  Evening Prayer 7:30pm 
4/10 Palm Sunday 8:15am & 11am 

4/14 Maundy Thursday 7:30pm 
4/15 Good Friday (Service of Shadows) 7:30pm 

4/17 Easter Sunday 8am, 9:30am, 11am 

 
Loving Creator,  

we are here,  
telling stories of dust.  

We are here,  
trying to shake the dust 

out of our ears 
so that we might hear you clearly.  

We are here,  
hoping that showing up 

is the first step in returning to you.  
Scoop us up in your embrace 

and carry us to a place of truth.  
Clear the smog that makes it hard to see.  
Clear the dust that makes it hard to hear.  

We are at the edge of our seats.  
We are listening for you.  

Amen. 
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